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Brief Project Overview: The World Health Organization defines social determinants of health
(SDoH) as to where people are born, live, work, and grow. SDoH has a strong influence on one’s
physical and mental well-being. In addressing the debate of nature vs. nurture and zip code vs.
genetic codes on which one is more informative, a Harvard Medical School study found that both
genes and environment are equally responsible and significant contributors to healthcare
spending. Scientific communities’ quest for “why” can be answered with greater merit if it is
followed by information on “where,” “when,” and “who.” In this project, the researchers will
synthesize information on “who,” “where,” and “when” by combining and analyzing large
disparate databases using knowledge on epidemiology, population health, biostatistics, data
science analytics, urban analytics, socio-economic geography, and environmental systems.




